BIOGRAPHY

Adeel uz Zafar was born in Karachi, Pakistan in 1975, where he lives and works. Adeel received a BFA (with Distinction) from National College of Arts, Lahore in 1998.

Selected Exhibitions / Projects
2025
Overrated-Underrated, Canvas Gallery, Karachi (solo exhibition)

2025
Affordable Luxury 3 curated by Scheherezade Junejo, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)
2025
Beyond DNA 2.0, Tanzara Gallery, Islamabad (group exhibition)

2025
Dialogues Across Time, Chawkandi Art Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2025
Gravity, Art Fest Karachi, Sambara Art Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2024
Studio RM Artist Retreat 2 person show, O Art Space, Lahore
2024
for Outcome – of Outcome curated by RM Naeem, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)

2024
Clay-Earth, Malleable, Memory (the second of a series of 5 exhibitions on metal, clay, stone, textile and paper curated by Nurayah Sheikh Nabi, Koel gallery, Karachi

2024
Triad, curated by Sarah Burney & Amethyst Rey Beaver, Aicon Contemporary, New York 

(solo exhibition)
2024
Ink, Earth & Visions: Echoes of Climate Change, Art Fest Karachi, Sambara Art Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2024
Aesthetic Responses: A group show by 10 artists drawn from 3 private collections, The Culture Story, Singapore

2023
Affordable Luxury curated by Scheherezade Junejo, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)

2023
RAABTA to connect, O Art Space, Lahore (group exhibition) 

2023
Reexamine / Retrace 2.0 – A printmaking project conceived by Studio R.M and Adeel uz Zafar, O Art Space, Lahore (group exhibition)
2022
Obscure no 3, O Art Space, Lahore (solo exhibition)
2022
Unrealized, Canvas Gallery, Karachi (solo exhibition)
2022
Lines of inquiry, Chawkandi Art Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2022
Fixed Price, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)
2021
Khat o Kitabat – connecting to Past-Present-Future, O Art Space, Lahore (group exhibition)
2021
THE END - Reprise, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (solo exhibition)
2021
Contemporary Chronicles, South Asia Institute, Chicago (group exhibition)

2021
Reexamine / Retrace – A printmaking project conceived by Studio R.M and Adeel uz Zafar, AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)
2021
Script, O Art Space, Lahore (group exhibition)
2021
Past, Present, Future, Koel Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)  
2020 
Pretty art for pretty people, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)
2020
Paradise Lost, AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (solo exhibition)
2020
Drawing, O Art Space, Lahore (group exhibition)
2020
Black – (online exhibition), O Art Space, Lahore (group exhibition)
2020
Come Together – (online exhibition), FOST Gallery, Singapore (group exhibition)
2020
1x1-2020, Full Circle - O Art space – Antidote art.design, Karachi - Lahore – Dubai (group exhibition)  
2019
KB19 Karachi Biennale
2019
Common Borders – Chapter I, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)
2018
The Sacred, O Art Space, Lahore (group exhibition)

2018
IVSA Box Print Portfolio, IVSA Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2018
Art for Education – Contemporary art from Pakistan, Museo Diocesano Carlo Maria Martini, Milan (group exhibition) 
2018
Reflection, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)

2018 
Shared Coordinates, FOST Gallery - The Arts House, Singapore (group exhibition)
2017
KB17 Karachi Biennale 
2017
Hell Purgatory & Paradise, FOST Gallery, Singapore (solo exhibition)

2017
Prophecies, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)

2017
What is Seen & not Seen, With & Without Seeing, AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)

2016
Binary, Canvas Gallery, Karachi (solo exhibition)

2016
Personal / Universal, Hinterland Galerie, Vienna (group exhibition)
2016
The 70s: Pakistan’s Radioactive Decade, Amin Gulgee Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)
2015
Monomania, Aicon Gallery, New York (solo exhibition)

2015
Being / Becoming, Khaas Gallery, Islamabad (solo exhibition)

2015
Parrhesia II, Koel Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2015
Silsila II, Sanat Initiative, Karachi (group exhibition)

2014
Stranger than Fiction, AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (solo show)

2014
Semblance of Order, Aicon Gallery, New York (group exhibition)

2014 
Semblance of Order, Koel Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2013
Extra/Ordinary 37 Do-It-Yourself Art ideas for free, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2013 
Semblance of Order, Parramatta Artists Studios, Sydney (group exhibition)

2013
Are you in Character? AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)

2013
Protagonists, Fost Gallery – Gillman Barracks, Singapore (solo show)

2012
Ussman aur Mein, Koel Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2012
Stop Play Pause Repeat, Lawrie Shabibi, Dubai (group exhibition)

2012
Let’s not talk about Politics, AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)

2012
Mein, Koel Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)
2012
Converging Lines (A suite of Drawings), Khaas Art Gallery, Islamabad, Pakistan (group exhibition)
2012
Letters to Taseer II, The Drawing Room, Lahore, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2011
Psychological Space, Indus Valley School Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2011
ICON- A Tribute to Film star RANI, Alhamra Art Gallery, Lahore (group exhibition)

2011
Silsila, Koel Gallery, Karachi (group exhibition)

2011
Two Person Show- Adeel uz Zafar & Ayaz Jokhio, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan

2010
The Rising Tide- New directions in Art from Pakistan 1990 -2010, The Mohatta Palace Museum, Karachi, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2010
The Drawing Room at Slick Paris, The Palais de Tokyo and the Musée d’Art moderne de la Villa de 
Paris, Paris, France ( group exhibition)

2010
Out of the Box- Box Print Portfolio, Indus Valley School Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan 


(group exhibition )

2010
Sanjh, an Art exhibition in support of efforts for the relief of the Flood Affectees, Alhamra Art Gallery, Lahore, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2010
On the Brink, Fost Gallery, Singapore (4 person show)
2010
RM Studio Residency International Show, Ejaz Gallery, Lahore, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2010
One Square Mile, Arts Council, Karachi, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2009 
Being a Man in Pakistan, Art Chowk- The Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2009
Size Does Matter, VM Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2009
Redo Pakistan, Other Asias (in collaboration with Shanaakht Festival), Arts Council, Karachi, Pakistan (group exhibition)

2009
Gift to Pakistan, VASL (in collaboration with Shanaakht Festival), Arts Council, Karachi, Pakistan


(group exhibition)

2009
Indus Valley School of Art & Architecture (IVSA) Faculty show, IVSA Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan 

(group exhibition)

2008 
Indus Valley School of Art & Architecture Faculty Show, IVSA Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan 


(group exhibition)

1998 
Degree Show, National College of Arts, Zahoor ul Ikhlaq Gallery, Pakistan (group exhibition)

Booth/Art Fair
2025
O Art Space at Asia Now – Asian Art in Paris (22- 26 October), Booth @ Cour des Remises

2025
Aicon Contemporary at Armory Show at NY (05- 07 September), Booth 234 / After Nature

2024
Aicon Contemporary at Art Mumbai (14- 17 November), Booth G62

2024
O Art Space at Asia Now – Asian Art in Paris (17- 20 October), Booth G06

2024
FOST Gallery at Art SG (19-21 January), Booth BC 14

2019
Aicon Gallery at Abu Dhabi Art (21-23 November), Booth S-08

2018
FOST Gallery at Art Fair Philippines (1-4 March), Booth 7
2017
Aicon Gallery at Abu Dhabi Art (08-11 November), Booth X3-08

2017
AAN Gandhara- Art Space at Art / Basel Hong Kong (23-25 March), Booth ID30
2017
Aicon Gallery at Art Dubai (15-18 March), Booth C17
2017
FOST Gallery at Art Stage Singapore (12-15 January), Booth H3
2016 
Aicon Gallery at Abu Dhabi Art (16-19 November), Booth B5

2016
AAN Gandhara- Art Space at Art / Basel Hong Kong (24-26 March), Booth 1D30

2016
Aicon Gallery at India Art Fair (28-31 January), Booth B9

2016
FOST Gallery at Art Stage Singapore (21-24 January), Booth B9

2015
AAN Gandhara- Art Space at Art / Basel Hong Kong (15-17 March), Booth 1D29

2015
FOST Gallery at Art Stage Singapore (22-25 January), Booth B7

2014
AAN Gandhara- Art Space at Art / Basel Hong Kong (15-18 May), Booth 1D07

2013
AAN Gandhara- Art Space at Art / Basel Hong Kong (23-26 May), Booth 1D07

2012 
2nd Kathmandu International Art Festival (KIAF), ‘Earth/Body/Mind’ (25 November -21 December)

2012
VIP Art Fair

2012
Lawrie Shabibi at PULSE New York (3-6 May), Booth B6 
Collections
Works in various private collections in Pakistan, Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan, Dubai, Paris, Italy, USA, Mexico, Australia, Austria
Residencies
2024
Studio RM Artist Retreat in collaboration with O Art Space, Lahore, Pakistan 

2018
AAN Foundation artist in residence, C3ACenter for Contemporary Art, Andalucía, Spain
2014
Creative Fusion International Artists Residency, Cleveland Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio, USA

2013
Parramatta Artists studios, in collaboration with Cicada Press (COFA, UNSW), Sydney, Australia

2010 
RM Studio Residency International, Lahore, Pakistan
Conceived projects & Artistic direction 
2025
Probative Associations – IVS Faculty show 2025 co-curated with Nurayah Sheikh Nabi, IVS Gallery, Karachi
2024
WATERMELON UPRISING: A tale of feathers & fur – A solo exhibition by Madiha Hyder, O Art Space, Lahore

2023
Spaces in Retrospection – A project curated by Adeel uz Zafar showcase works by Danish Ahmed & Haider Ali, O Art Space, Lahore

2023
Eclectic Mix 3.0 – A group show by Aisha Gul, Ameema Saleem, Bazil Habib, Bilal Jabbar, Hamza Qazi, Jawwad Jan, Maryam Arslan, Ramsha Khan, Sameen Agha & Shiza Shahid, Sanat Initiative, Karachi  

2023
Reexamine / Retrace 2.0 – A printmaking project conceived by Studio R.M and Adeel uz Zafar, O Art Space, Lahore (group exhibition)
2022
A Feast Of Flesh & Blood – A solo exhibition by Scheherzade Junejo, Sanat Initiative, Karachi

2021
The Comedy of Errors – A solo exhibition by Noman Siddiqui, Sanat Initiative, Karachi

2021
Reexamine / Retrace – A printmaking project conceived by Studio R.M and Adeel uz Zafar, AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)
2021
Microcosm 4- a current survey of contemporary art, AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)

2020
Eclectic Mix 2.0 – A group show by Asad Hussain, Fraz Mateen, Hasnain Noonari, Seemab Gul & Zulfiqar Rind, Sanat Initiative, Karachi  

2019
Karachinama – A solo exhibition by Ahmed Javed, Sanat Initiative, Karachi

2019
Microcosm 3- a current survey of contemporary art, AAN Gandhara- Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)

2019
Eclectic Mix– A four group show by Abida Dahri, Sulaman Arshad, Wajahat Saeed & Yaseen Khan, Sanat Initiative, Karachi  

2018
Parallel Realities – A two person show by Unaiz Taji & Haya Zaidi, Sanat Initiative, Karachi  

2018
Lahorenama – A solo exhibition by Ahmed Javed, Sanat Initiative, Karachi

2018
Microcosm 2 – a current survey of contemporary art, AAN Gandhara-Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)
2018
Prologue – Epilogue – A two person show by Noman Siddiqui & Haider Ali, Sanat Initiative, Karachi 

2017
Microcosm – a current survey of contemporary art, AAN Gandhara-Art Space, Karachi (group exhibition)
Nominator

2025
The Sovereign Asian Art Prize, Hong Kong

2024
The Sovereign Asian Art Prize, Hong Kong
2022
The Sovereign Asian Art Prize, Hong Kong 
2021
The Sovereign Asian Art Prize, Hong Kong

2020
The Sovereign Asian Art Prize, Hong Kong

2019
The Sovereign Asian Art Prize, Hong Kong
Mentor

2022-23
Re-imaging Freedom – Space to reflect: An artistic collaboration with Pakistan & the UK 

After securing the British Council’s PK-UK: New Perspectives grant, IVS partnered with UKAFF to fund the short films of five emerging filmmakers. Focusing on voices from an emerging generation of filmmakers, the project connects Pakistan and UK’s contemporary cultural identities and artistic expressions.

Selected Illustration Projects

2012
Prerana & Lal Peela (Children Story Book- Bilingual edition), Kathalaya publications, Kathmandu

2008
Urdu Readers (Series of Text books), Danish Publications, Karachi, Pakistan


2007
Zafran (Children Story Book), Paramount Publishing Enterprise, Karachi, Pakistan

2006 
Just Like Other Kids (Children Story Book), The World Bank, Islamabad, Pakistan

2006
Oxford Progressive English (Series of Text Books), Oxford University Press, Karachi, Pakistan

2004
What Is In My Mouth? (Children Story Book-Bilingual edition), Human Rights Education 
Programme, Karachi, Pakistan

2004
Dirawna Dar (Children Story Book), The Book Group, Karachi, Pakistan

2004
Head Start Readers (Series of Text Books), Danish Publications, Karachi, Pakistan

2003
The Mountain That Loved a Bird (Children Story Book), The Book Group, Karachi, Pakistan

2003
Yahan Wahan Kahan (Children Story Book), The Book Group, Karachi, Pakistan

2003
Mujhay Acha lagta hay (Children Story Book), The Book Group, Karachi, Pakistan

2003
Oxford Social Studies for Pakistan (Series of Text books), Oxford University Press, Karachi, Pakistan

2001
A Tale of Two Kittens (Children Story Book-Bilingual edition), Human Rights Education Programme, Karachi, Pakistan

1999
Beemar Dost (Children Story Book), The Book Group, Karachi, Pakistan

1999
Kantay ki Ani Par (Children Story Book), The Book Group, Karachi, Pakistan

1999
Where will it end? (Children Story Book -Bilingual edition), Human Rights Education Programme, Karachi, Pakistan

Membership

2006 
Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators, USA

Participations
2013
Confirm-Confront- An international print exchange exhibition, 

Hong Kong Open Printshop, Hong Kong
2004
14th Noma Concours Picture Book Illustrations, Japan

2002
13th Noma Concours Picture Book Illustrations, Japan 

2000
12th Noma Concours Picture Book Illustrations, Japan

Teaching
2019 –present
Indus Valley School of Art & Architecture, Karachi
2018-2019
Dawood Public School, Karachi

2004-2019 
Karachi Grammar School, Karachi

2008-2011
Indus Valley School of Art & Architecture, Karachi

1998-2006
Karachi School of Art, Karachi 
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